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Project development for the Bolzano railway station area, Italy 
At the beginning of 2011, a major competition relating to urban development in Bolzano, the city 
with the highest standard of living and the highest per capita income in Italy, was concluded. First 
prize went to architect Boris Podrecca and his team. With examples from Vienna, current topics 
were highlighted such as urban concentration through architecturally accentuated town planning, 
new approaches to regional mobility and also ideas for exemplary leading landscape design. The 
presentation of the competition results relating to the design of the Bolzano railway station area will 
be made at the Vienna Insurance Group exhibition centre as part of the “Architektur im Ringtum” 
series of exhibitions, which this time puts the spotlight on large scale urban construction. 
 
 
Challenges and aims of the competition 
The approximately 150 year old Bolzano station has spread over the years. Without any urban 
planning, the station has increased to a size comparable to a whole city centre district and today 
acts as an urban divide. 
 
The main aim of the competition was to identify innovative, contemporary, sustainable and practical 
solutions for the redesign of the station and the area around the Bolzano goods yard. The district of 
Bozner Boden needs to be integrated into the city and the barriers that have been created by the 
current railway should be eradicated. A single mobility centre is required within the regained 
premises, which can organise and channel the movement of people. The redesign and renovation 
of the railway station should give it a modern and international identity. The convertible area being 
abandoned are to be remodeled for urban planning purposes, such as the implementation of 
extensive green areas, squares, streets, public facilities, service, retail and business premises and 
residential buildings. The area requiring reshaping extends over 30 hectares.   
 
The restricted open design competition was initiated by the specially formed company Areal Bozen 
ABZ. A.G.. It was preceded by a European open application process, the purpose of which was to 
select ten participants. The preparation and organisation of the competition was in the hands of 
architect Wolfgang Piller (Bolzano) and the competition was coordinated by LDA Studio and Luca 
Dolmetta (Genoa). 
 
 
The jury's decision and motivation 
From the initial 138 applicants, ten agencies were selected to take part in the competition. Nine of 
these presented their visions of the urbanistic future to the jury. The first prize was awarded to 
architect Boris Podrecca's working group (Vienna), including Theo Hotz architects (Zurich) and the 
ABDR office (Rome), along with Auböck + Kárász (Vienna) in their capacity as landscape 
architects. 
 
The project proposes a relocation of the railway within the planning area to the south. This will free 
up development sites to the north of the railway with a direct link to the current old town. These 
sites will feature block developments so that a continual growth of the old town is made possible. 
The new development sites to the south will create a multi-functional area which can be used for 
several purposes. 
 
The liberated space between the old station building and the new path of the railway will be used 
for a town square which will have a public building on the north east edge. Generous access points 
will be developed to underground facilities from which the platforms can be accessed and ramped 
connections will be provided for the southern site. This underpass is to be supported by a roof 
bearing structure that crosses the new railway lines, with this also covering the exits. Overall, the 
project's spatial composition, with the exception of the southern site, conveys a consistent, 
integrated strategy which is space saving and fits with the urban context. The historic station 
building will be integrated into the new station and will retain its functional and urban significance. 
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Its overground and underground areas will be utilised for commercial purposes. The cost 
effectiveness of the project is convincing both in terms of public funding and for private investors. 
 
The winner of the competition, architect Boris Podecca, has worked on numerous innovative projects 
over the last few decades in Austria, Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia and Germany. In 1990ies he 
designed the foyer and exhibition centre for the Vienna Insurance Group at the company's head 
office, the Ringturm, as well as the well know event rooms on the 20th floor of the building. He 
designed and oversaw construction of the new State Directorate in Graz, which opened in 2009. 
Podrecca was also responsible for the design of the head office on Schottenring in Vienna of Donau 
Versicherung, which is part of the Vienna Insurance Group. In 2007, the Vienna Insurance Group 
dedicated his impressive work an exhibition of the “Architektur im Ringturm” series. 
 
 
Exhibition 
The exhibition features all the projects entered in the competition using plans and charts. Historical 
pictures of Bolzano and of the station district as well as plans for the competition area are 
displayed to the public so that they can find out about the town planning strategy and complexity of 
the topic. A large model of the station and surrounding area as well as the model from the winning 
project provides the public with the chance to compare a 3D result of the competition to the current 
situation. The winning project is granted particular attention, with sketches, a working model and 
information panels being displayed. 
 
 
Catalogue: 
Architecture in the Ring Tower XXIV City.Model.Bolzano. Editor Adolph Stiller with contributions 
from all competition participants, 60 pages with numerous figures. 
 
Price: 
15 euros 
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Appendix 
 
 
Dates 
Application deadline: 11 June 2010 
Submission deadline: middle of November 2010 
Jury meetings: 26 November 2010 and 14-15 January 2011 
 
Jury 
Prof. Roberto Carmagni, Milan Polytechnic 
Prof. Dietmar Eberle, ETH Zurich (Jury chairman) 
Christoph Ingenhoven, Düsseldorf (deputy chair) 
Prof. Andreas Kipar, Milan Polytechnic 
Prof. Dr. Arnold Klotz, University of Innsbruck 
Prof. Federico Oliva, Milan Polytechnic 
Dr. Enrico Pentore, Italian Railways 
 
 
1st Prize 
Project leader: Prof. Arch. Boris Podrecca (Vienna) 
 
Team members: Theo Hotz AG Architects and planner, ABDR Architetti Associati 
Consultants: R. Simeone, M. Auböck, J. Wiesinger 
 
2nd Prize 
Project leader 
Arch. G. Marchi, STS Servizi Tecnologie Sistemi SPA (Bologna, Italy) 
 
Team members: Herzog+Partner Dipl.-Ing. Architects BDA GbR, Aedas Visconti S.r.l., 
Latz+Partner GbR, Landscape architects, town planners, engineers GmbH 
Consultants: M. Cavrini, STF S.p.A., M. Braga, C. Benedetti 
 
Other projects: 
 
Project leader 
Stefano Boeri Architetti (Milan, Italy) 
 
Team members: Batlle I Roig Architects, R. Burdett, M. Kaiser, S. Recalcati, P. Plattner, 
M. Torresi, E. Mezzanotte, M. Molon 
Consultants / staff: G. Dichgans 
 
Project leader 
UNStudio Van Berkel (Netherlands) 
 
Team members: D’Appolonia S.p.A., Design Convergence Urbanism, Bollinger & Grohmann 
Consultants / staff: Studio Associato Yellow Office, G. Damiani 
 
Project leader 
Cecchetto&Associati s.r.l. (Italiy) 
 
Team members: AUS Architecture&Urban Systems s.a.g.l., G. del Mese, SwS Engineering s.p.a., 
W. G. Finkbohner 
Consultants / staff: A. Fucigna, G. Gorla 
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Project leader 
Cino Zucchi Architetti (Milan, Italy) 
 
Team members: Plan Team srl, Park Associati srl, D. Tumiati, Evitec sas, CZ studio associati, 
Geoproject, Maxmakers S.p.A., Space Syntax Ltd., WSP UK Limited, Avv. DDr. Karl Zeller 
 
Project leader 
SDL Studio Daniel Libeskind (USA) 
 
Team members: Cityedge srl, Halcrow Group, Pasquali-Rausa P.R. Engineering Srl, !Melk 
Landscape Architecture, C. Focacci, M. Gasca Quierazza, R. Lodola, Avalon Real Estate, I.U.R.E. 
spa, Giorgio Roderi & Associati 
 
Project leader 
CRUZ Y ORTIZ Arquitectos S.L.P. (Spain) 
 
Team members: Euroestudios SL, Local 4 SL, Studio EXiT Architetti Associati 
 
Project leader 
Prof. Kees Christiaanse KCAP Architects & Planners GmbH (Switzerland) 
 
Team members: Reitter architekten zt gesmbh, Buchhofer Barbe AG, SchweingruberZulauf 
Landschaftsarch. GmbH, Integral Ruedi Baur GmbH 
 


