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The current exhibition in the ARCHITEKTUR IM RINGTURM 
series covers a display - illustrated with numerous model 
designs - of Boris Podrecca’s high-quality architectural 
designs spanning eight central and eastern European 
countries and encompassing, apart from the customary run-
of-the-mill range of commercial premises, the planning and 
design of public squares and campuses and vast urban high-
rise buildings. Podrecca has also worked on many projects 
for the Vienna Insurance Group, most recently on the 
planning of the Styrian regional head office in Graz for the  
Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG Vienna Insurance Group 
and Donau Versicherung AG Vienna Insurance Group. 
 
Boris Podrecca could be described as the prototype of the central European architect: born in 
Belgrade in 1940, he grew up in Ljubljana and Trieste, studied sculpture in Venice and 
architecture at the Vienna Technical Institute and the Viennese Academy of Fine Arts. From 
1988 to 2006 he taught at the Stuttgart Technical University, during which time he was also a 
guest professor at a number of international institutions. He runs his own architect’s studio in 
Vienna. 
 
In this monographic display of Podrecca’s work, the eye is directed towards a working method 
placing as much importance on the primary form of a structure as on plaster surface or the 
reassuring shape of a balustrade or handrail. Not least in all his creative designs does Podrecca 
consider the standpoint of the user or, more precisely, the cultivated idle observer whose 
knowledge and expertise serve as a channel for the architect’s designs in the interests of urban 
improvement and beautification. 
 
Distinctive presence in Vienna 
 
In the past Podrecca was well known in Vienna as the architect of a number of projects such as 
the Ganztagsschule Dirmhirngasse (Vienna-Liesing, 1991–94) and, most recently, the 
Forschungszentrum IMBA (Institute for Molecular Biotechnology, Wien-Landstraße, 2003–05) 
or his design for a low-cost residential building (at Wiesen Nord, Wien-Erlaa, 1996-2000). 
 
Soon to be completed is the partial roof canopy for the Platz am Praterstern (construction will 
begin in 2008) – a project with considerable architectural implications for not only Vienna. Here, 
the use of the advanced glass-steel membrane technique (in collaboration with the office of 
Werner Sobek of Stuttgart) is further evidence of Podrecca’s extraordinary knowledge of 
traditional building materials and his ability to incorporate this with the latest building techniques. 
 
Cross-border activity in central and eastern Europe 
The Ca’Pesaro Museum of Modern Art  in Venice, (1992-2002), the Musée National de la 
Porcelaine in Limoges, France (planning for which began in 2005), the Weingut Novi Brič 
(winery) at the Slovenian/Croatian/Italian border (1998-2002) - a project which has attracted 
very considerable attention - and the architectural design of the so-called Greif-Areals in 
Bolzano (1992 – 2000) are all witness over the last decade to the continuing international 
presence of large-scale buildings, which began with teaching and lecturing facilities and the 
campus layout (at the Harvard School of Architecture among other things). 
 
The very latest examples of Podrecca’s work on display at the exhibition include: 
 
– the Skidome with Multi-Functional Centre at Garching/Munich, Germany (2005) 
 
– the Punta Skala Resort, hotels, apartments and villas at Zadar on Croatia’s Dalmatian 

Coast (planning work on which began in 2005) 
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– the Line 6  San Pasquale metro station in Naples, (from 2006, with an artistic contribution 
from Peter Kogler) 

 
– the Museum of Science and Technology in Belgrade, Serbia (from 2007) 
 
– the new regional head office for Wiener Städtische Versicherung and Donau 

Versicherung in Graz (from 2007) 
 
Boris Podrecca and the Vienna Insurance Group 
The exhibition is important for Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG Vienna Insurance Group not 
only in the context of the “Architektur im Ringturm” series. The link between Austria’s leading 
insurance group and Boris Podrecca is very much more than one based on the architectural 
design of space. 
 
In the context of the restructuring of the Ringturm – the corporate head office of the Vienna 
Insurance Group – he was responsible in the 1990s for the design of the 20th floor 
representation rooms and the foyer with entrance area giving access to the Ringstraße. The 
spatial design of the Ringturm’s exhibition centre, which has been hosting the “Architektur im 
Ringturm” series since 1998, is also the work of Boris Podrecca.  
 
Boris Podrecca also designed the head office of the Donau Versicherung AG Vienna 
Insurance Group at the Wiener Ringstraße (Schottenring 15, 1996–98), which bears his 
unmistakable signature. 
 
Through his spatial designs, Podrecca has been able to coalesce his multifarious roots and 
origins, spanning national borders, into a very specific amalgam of tradition and modernity, 
embracing the whole geographical area between Upper Adria and Austria. 
 
Boris Podrecca brings all these influences together in his magnificent and unmistakable designs 
for buildings and public squares and campuses and it is precisely from this combination of the 
root original and the contemporary, and the resultant creation of new design concepts, from 
which he draws his strength. 
 
Both his sense of history and his ability to come to an understanding with such representatives 
of all that is modern in architecture as Gottfried Semper, Josef Plečnik, Max Fabiani or Adolf 
Loos make Boris Podrecca a truly European architect. 
 
The glass or furniture exhibits on display are evidence of his further interest in the design of 
everyday items, whether intended for reputable manufacturers or for the decor of buildings of 
his own creation. 
 
Architectural design models featured at the exhibition  
 
Praterstern, Vienna 
 
Porta Susa, Turin 
 
Erste Österreichische Spar-Casse (First Austrian Savings Bank), Innsbruck 
 
Competition: New York Cultural Institute 
 
Donaupark Urfahr, Linz 
 
Metropolitana di Napoli (Naples metro) 
 
Galerie Sv. Magdalena Project, Zagreb 
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Punta Skala Resort, Zadar 
 
Wiener Städtische Versicherung und Donau Versicherung, Styria regional head office, Graz 
 
Many of the architect’s projects are featured on some 60 or so display boards in the form of 
printed banners accompanied by appropriate explanatory texts.  
 
 
CATALOGUE  
Architektur im Ringturm XVI 
Boris Podrecca Architektur 
Published by Adolph Stiller. 
 
Approx 240 pages, contains a number of illustrations and drawings, with contributions from 
Friedrich Achleitner, Francesco Dal Co, Otto Kapfinger, Rafael Moneo and Walter Zschokke. 
 
Publisher: Anton Pustet, Salzburg 2007. 
Price:  38 Euros. 


